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Distinguished guests,

Travel trade representatives,

Friends of the media,

Good Afternoon!

First of all, a very warm welcome to you and thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to join us at the launch ceremony of “2006 Macau World Heritage Year” and the briefing today.

We are proud that “The Historic Center of Macau” has been approved by the 29th Session of the World Heritage Committee last July to be inscribed on UNESCO’s prestigious World Heritage List, as the 31st World Heritage Site in China. 

“The Historic Center of Macau” is our invaluable cultural heritage as well as crucial asset of our tourism industry.  In this regard, MGTO has set this year as “Macau World Heritage Year” to help strengthen Macau’s appeal as a cultural destination. Ms Cecilia Tse, Head of Promotion and Marketing Department of MGTO, will introduce the promotions and activities of “2006 Macau World Heritage Year” to you.

Macau boasts an array of diverse and multi-dimensional tourism products including cultural heritage, entertainment and MICE facilities, themed hotels and special cuisine which satisfy visitors from different markets with different interests.

Last year, a new record of more than 18 million visitors came to Macau, an increase of 12% compared with 2004.  In the face of the growing number of visitors, we will continue to develop brand new attractions and tourism products as well as upgrade our service quality. 

MGTO will actively develop potential markets, strengthen our promotion effort, improve tourism environment and support training initiatives so as to raise Macau’s image as a popular and international destination.  We will continue to cooperate closely with the travel trade and count on the support of the media.

Thank you very much!

